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Monitoring Local Housing Need  
Summary for the period 1 January – 30 June 2025 
 

 

 

Overview 

The Nelson Tasman Housing Trust carries out this survey every six months to assess and monitor levels of housing need in the Nelson and Richmond area - beyond what is 

counted by the Ministry of Social Development Housing Register. 

We do a regular survey because there are many people on low to modest incomes in need of affordable housing, who do not meet the criteria for the Social Housing 

Register. We believe it is important to measure this sector of the community as well, to gauge what the real housing need is.  

This survey aims to inform investment in affordable and social housing by local and central government, community housing providers and other organisations. We receive 

funding support for the survey from the Nelson City Council Community Investment Fund and the Tindall Foundation. 

Methodology 

The organisations and businesses we survey include:  affordable rental and social housing providers, emergency and transitional housing providers, campgrounds, support 

agencies and community organisations which assist people to find housing or field requests from people about housing. 

Summary of key points and trends  

• This survey shows that 759 households need affordable housing, in addition to the 405 households on the Public Housing Register, as of 30 June 2025. While slightly 
below the numbers reported in the last survey, the region’s level of housing need has not changed appreciably. 

• All camping grounds report a steady demand from people with no other place to live. The Brook and Maitai campgrounds have reduced their permanent resident sites 

in recent years and are now managed privately. The Maitai campground plans to allow more permanent residents since the infrastructure has been upgraded.  

• The two major campgrounds in the area – Tāhunanui Beach Holiday Park in Nelson and Queen St Holiday Park in Richmond – have more than 300 semi-permanent or 

long-term residents between them and are at full capacity. These two holiday parks form the largest ‘tiny home communities’ in the area. 

• Community housing providers (CHPs) will deliver more social/affordable housing in the next two years:  Nelson Tasman Housing Trust has 32 homes in development in 

Nelson and Richmond; Habitat for Humanity has 16 planned in Nelson; and Soho Group/Home in Place is currently building 38 new social housing apartments in Nelson. 

Local iwi Ngāti Kuia has 5 affordable rentals under construction on Nayland Rd. 

• State housing provider Kāinga Ora is also delivering more housing in Nelson, while having to work within tighter financial constraints. KO completed 29 new one-bed 

apartments on Waimea Rd in January 2025 and has another 75 homes due for completion later in 2025-26. The 75 homes will be spread across 8 brownfield sites in 

Stoke, Toi Toi and Nelson South, where older buildings have been removed and the sites are being intensified. 

• Overall, this is the highest level of new affordable/social housing provision for Nelson and Richmond in over 20 years and should start to make a meaningful impact for 

local residents soon. 
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Affordable Rental & 
Social Housing 
Providers 

# of rental 
homes/units 

Requests for 
housing help 

Applications 
received 

 
Waitlist 

 
Occupancy 

 
Comments 

Nelson Tasman 
Housing Trust (NTHT) 
(CHP) 

61 93 
 

65 180 
 

99.4% Building 8 homes in Kawai St, Nelson, for completion in 
Aug 2025 and 10 homes in Dodson Valley Rd, to be 
completed early 2026. Inquiries included: people living 
in cars, or overcrowded with family, many older people 
in unsuitable living situations needing stable rentals. 

Abbeyfield NZ 
(CHP) 

23 rooms N/A N/A N/A 98% On average, the two Abbeyfield houses in Nelson each 
have only one vacancy per year. Planning to establish a 
third Abbeyfield house in Nelson, in the proposed 
Maitahi Village development. 

Habitat for Humanity 
Nelson 
(CHP) 

 PHO:  
5 in Richmond, 
2 in Motueka, 

19 in Stoke, 
3 in Wakefield. 

Affordable 
rentals - 7 in 
Nelson plus 

8 cabins  

 N/A N/A 100% Completed 3 new Progressive Home Ownership (PHO) 
homes in Wakefield with families selected.  Currently 
developing waitlist for 4 homes in Nelson to be 
completed in December. Habitat has also recently 
acquired the assets of the Motueka Short Term 
Accommodation Trust following the winding up of the 
trust.  This consists of three homes, two of which are 
used by the Salvation Army as transitional housing. 

Tasman District 
Council  

34 
 (Richmond 
units only) 

N/A 24 60 100% There are a total of 116 on the waiting list across the 
Tasman district; 34 new applicants have been added in 
the period referenced.  

Franklyn Village  
(private provider) 

26 apartments, 
172 rooms and 

9 houses 

30+ 
 

Average 3+ 
per day 

Average 6+ 99.9% Tenants tend to stay put during the colder months. 

Kāinga Ora 
(public housing) 

734 Nelson 
214 Tasman 

 

  See MSD 
Housing 
Register 

98.6% Nelson 
99.1% Tasman 

 

Increase in houses from previous survey period – added 
25 in Nelson and 6 in Tasman  
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Transitional Housing Providers # of transitional 
beds/houses 

# of people/families in 
transitional housing 

Comments 

Whakatū Refuge 14 beds 6 individuals There is a growing need for single accommodation for individuals. 

Gateway Housing Trust 11 properties Nelson 
and 16 properties 

Blenheim 

27 households Concept plans being developed for a staged redevelopment of Milton Street 
site into social housing, 1- and 2-bed units. 

The Salvation Army   19 30+ No specific response to the survey but Salvation Army is a key provider of 
Transitional Housing and tenancy education for social housing applicants. 

Housing First (based at  
The Salvation Army) 

60+ 60+ 8 cabins next to Victory Community Anglican Church on Vanguard St are 
occupied by Housing First clients who are working part-time. 

Pathways (support service for 
people recovering from mental 
illness/addiction) 

25 Ready to move into 
rental housing (e.g. 

Kāinga Ora):  3 

Figures do not include other people supported within the community who are 
looking for more suitable homes, or those in Pathways respite services. 

 

Campgrounds Permanent residents Semi-permanent Comments 

Brook Valley Motor Camp 11 12 Heaps of enquiries but we are being very selective on who we take on for these 
sites. 

Maitai Valley Motor Camp  32  Planning to build up permanent resident sites to 50 (which is what is allowed). 

Tāhunanui Beach Holiday Park 102 56 We only had about 50 RSE workers for 6 weeks and we will no longer have 
them staying at TBHP (they are staying at other accommodation in the Tasman 
district and in on-site accommodation at orchards). 

Club Waimea Caravan Park N/A 94 8 on waiting list. 

Richmond Motel & Holiday Park N/A 5-10 Have moved away from long-term stays. 

Queen Street Holiday Park N/A 
 
 

180 Most people living in their own units (relocatable homes and caravans) and a 
smaller number living in units hired out on a long-term basis. 
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Support Agencies Requests for housing help Comments 

Age Concern 9 
 

People who are not in secure housing who want information on their options. We 
helped one gentleman living in his car to get emergency housing via MSD. We have 
also seen a few people in this period who display significant mental health and 
addiction problems, and housing is simply one of the areas they’re dealing with. 

Beneficiaries and Unwaged 
Workers Trust (BUWT) 

Data unavailable We have noticed an increase in homelessness and the number of unhoused with 
mental health issues. Also an increase in evictions from Housing First for behavioural 
issues. Decrease in availability of emergency housing. 

Nelson Women’s Centre N/A In the process of reinstating their social work service after a funding crisis. 

Red Cross 3 families - 12 people, all Burmese Quota intake via the refugee resettlement programme. Successfully secured good 
quality houses for the 3 families.  More houses to view with lower rents this year 

The Male Room 50-60 Mainly people arriving in town with no accommodation or people coming out of 
prison. 

Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) 136 Top categories of enquiry: residential tenancy law including disputes, flatting, social 
housing including disputes, private boarding, housing improvements and 
maintenance, emergency accommodation. 

Victory Community Centre 194 
 

We are noticing increasing challenges related to housing, particularly due to the new 
42-day notice period when a private rental property is being sold. In the past, families 
were not expected to vacate with such short notice, and this change is creating a high 
level of stress. In addition, the rising cost of rent, the reduction in emergency housing 
options, and stricter criteria or barriers when applying for support or benefits are 
placing significant pressure on families. 

Te Piki Oranga and 
Te Korowai Trust 

Data unavailable These important and active community agencies have said they do not keep specific 
housing data; rather, they assist whānau in a holistic way. 

 

MSD Social Housing Register NZ Total on Register 
Mar 2025 

NZ Total on Register  
June 2025 

Nelson-Tasman Register 
Mar 2025 

Nelson-Tasman Register 
June 2025 

 19,308 19,113 411 405 

 
Affordable Housing Need 
Calculated, Jan-June 2025 

 
 

759 
 

 

Calculated by adding up:  the waitlists for TDC housing (Richmond only), Habitat, Abbeyfield, Franklyn Village, 
and campgrounds; refugee families via Red Cross (most are not able to get a Social Housing placement via the 
Register); all of the permanent and semi-permanent residents at campgrounds (most cannot find or afford 
any other housing); those from Pathways ready to move to independent rentals; half of the NTHT waitlist, and 
half of the enquiries to Victory Community Centre. Does not count anyone in Transitional Housing or requests 
to the other support agencies because most of these people are almost always already on the Register. 

 


